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Programme of Meetings for the Coming Week. 


TUESDAY, October 19th, at 3 p.m.— 
Members and Associates, 1s. ; 
Stance for Clairvoyant Deserptions ... 
No Admission after 3 o'clock. 


Friends, 2s. 
Mrs. Intson 
(Nurse Graham.) 


THURSDAY, October 21st, at 4 p.m.— 
For Members and Associates only. Free. 
Psychical Self-Culture Class. Conducted by Mr. GEORGE SPRIGGS. 
No Admission after 4.10 p.m. 


THURSDAY, October 21st, at 7.30 p.m.— 
For Members and Associates ONLY. Free by Ticket. 
No admission without a ticket. 
Address at Suffolk-street ... Mrs. ANNIE Besant. 


FRIDAY, October 22nd, at 3 p.m.— 
Admission 1s. ; Members and Associates, Free. 
Talks with a Spirit Control .. Mas. M. H. Watts. 


MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, and FRIDAY, st 11 a.m., 
Spiritual Healing = . MR. A. REX. 


For further particulars see p. 4. 


SPECIAL NOTICE. 

All subscriptions of new Members and Associates joining 
the London Spiritualist Alliance now, will be taken to 
include the remainder of the present year and the whole 
of 1910. 


Subscription to December 31st, 1910— 
MEMBERS, One Guinea. ASSOCIATES, Half-a-Guinea. 


THE SPIRITUAL MISSION, 
22, Prince's-street, Oxford-street. 
Sunday next, at 7 p.m. 


=e MR. J. J. MORSE. 
Three Aspects 


of “Spiri it Life.’ 
67, GEORGE STREET, BAKER STREET, W 
Sunday next, at 11 a.m. ... nde wi .. MR. J. J, MORSE. 
Answers to Questions. $ 
Wednesday, Oct. 20th, at 7.45 p.m. ... MR. EDWARD BURDEN. 
Doors closed 10 minutes after the commencement of each service. 


SPECIAL SERVICES, 
HARVEST THANKSGIVING.—SUNDAY, OCTOBER 24th. 
HALS STREET, OXFORD CIRCU 
ae E TIRS. FAIRCLOUGH SMITH. 
67, GEORGE STREET. 


At7 pm. ... 


SPECIAL NOTICE. 
MRS. A. BESANT’S MEETING, OCTOBER 2ist. 


Admission by ticket only. Strictly limited to Members 
and Associates. 


Each Member and Associate is entitled to one ticket only, 
for which there is no charge. 


No tickets can be purchased. 


Tue CATALOGUE OF THE LIBRARY 


OF THE 


London Spiritualist Alliance, Ltd. 
Revised and brought up to date. 
OVER TWO THOUSAND, THREE HUNDRED VOLUMES. 


Price 1s. post free from Librarian, 
LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, 
110, Sr. Martin’ s Laxe, Loxpox, W.C. 


COSMOS SOCIETY. 
MR. FREDERIC THURSTAN will deliver a LECTURE 
AT 4042, CHANDOS STREET, 
On OCTOBER 15th, 8 p.m, 


ON 
‘The Art of Maintaining Light-Heartedness.’ 
Chairman: Mr Eustace Mies M.A. 
SPECIAL LECTURE 
A 


72, Lanspown ROAD, fiancee Grove (Notting Hill Station), 
By DAVID A. LEISK. 
Subject ‘The Threefold Life.’ 
On TUESDAY, OCTOBER rgth, at 8 p.m. 
Admission 2s. 


ATLANTIS: 
THE BOOK OF THE ANGELS. 


E eee a a s aee a g aA 

INTERPRETED BY D. BRIDGMAN-METCHIM. 
461 pages. With 32 striking illustrations by the Author. 

f eee ed mee Tot cloth, few for 
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GHT,’ 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 
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A REMARKABLE OFFER! 
To every reader of ‘ Liant.’ 
To every purchaser of a copy of the Fourth Edition of 


‘EVERYBODY’S ASTROLOGY,’ 


By ALAN LEO, 
Price 18. 2d. post free, will be sent a 3-page TEST HOROSCOPE, 
FREE. 
‘EVERYBODY’S ASTROLOGY’ is the first and most popular 
of the Shilling Series of Astrological Manuals, and consists of a Com- 
lete Series of Delineations of the 144 Distinct and Separate Types of 
Direc born each year. In short, it contains, in the small compass of 
a pocket-book, a key to the characters of all with whom one has to deal 
in daily life. (Cloth, 64 by 49, 102 pp.) 
The following particulars should be given :— 
_ Please send ‘Everybody’s Astrology’ and Test Horoscope as adver- 
tised, to:— 
SUT POU, } MACROS aus caves seccghicisyvedspeoccraasesse 
Particulars for Horoscope : (1) Place o, irth.... 
PTB r (3) Time of Birth (say whether a.m. 
T enclose P.O, for 1s. (or 14 stamps). 


SEND TO L., Orrick or— 
‘Modern Astrology,’ 42 & 43, Imperial-buildings, Ludgate Circus, E.C. 


Psychical Science and Christianity. 


By E. KATHARINE BATES. Author of ‘Seen and Unseen,’ 
‘Do the Dead Depart?’ 


, This new book is not written from the point of view of an ‘expert,’ 
discoursing upon the Sihen Criticism or the so-called New Thectog fe 

It is written primarily for that large and increasing class of intelli- 
gent readers who may not air their opinions in the ‘ Hibbert Journal’ 
or other organs of advanced Theological Thought, but who have, never- 
theless, given many hours of anxious reflection to the present imminent 
and critical times of readjustment and reconstruction. 


Cloth, 6s. 4d., post free. To order only from— 
OFFICE OF ‘LIGHT,’ 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C. 


PRACTICAL HYPNOTISM : 


Theories and Experiments. 


Compiled and Edited by COMTE C. DE SAINT GERMAIN from 
the works of Braid, Charcot, Luys, Liebault Wetterstrand, Moll, 
Bernheim, De Courmelles, &c. 


The book is divided into the following chapters: The Dawn of 
Hypnotism, From Mesmer to Braid, Professor Charcot and his School, 
Mental tn advocated at Nancy, The Charite Hospital Experiments, 
The Four Different F Hypnotic Sleep, The Intermediate Stage 
or Fascination State, The Theory óf Hypnotism, Who can Hypno- 
tise? Who is Hypnotisable, How to Induce the Hypnotic State, How 
to Awaken Subjects from the Hypnotic Sleep, Suggestion, Hypnotism 
in Medicine and Surgery. 
Cloth, many illustrations, 6s. 4d. nett, post free. To order only from 


OFFICE OF ‘LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C. 


HE 


HIGHER LIFE HANDBOOKS. 


The Law of the e Breath: Teaching the 
Generation, e ae nee of Vital Force. By Ella A. 
Fletcher. Oloth, 872 pages. 4/10 net, post free. 


Through Silence to Realisation, or the Human 
Awakening. By Floyd B. Wilson. Cloth, 190 pages. 
8/10 net, post free. 

Discov of the Soul. Out of Mysticism 

Sa and s. By Floyd B. Wikon. Cloth, 
247 pager, 4/10 net, post free. 


Paths to Power. By Floyd B. Wilson, Cloth, 229 
pages. 4/10 net, post free. 
Life and Power from W 


ract the 
Telncot from the Seen and Unseen sides of Life—The Attractive 
Power of L bought, How we may use it effectively—Influence of the 
Nad te wowltling the every-day conditions life—Deatructive 
‘o, ace of Fear and Worry—Body Building—Success-Oompelling 
Lofeenet of Faith and Courage, uence of the Mind upon the 
i 'y—The Scen of Health and What it Signifies—Becoming 


on own yù ©, and thereby physician to others—Findin; 
the Christ in—Ti.+ New So Healising the Atonement. 
Cloth, 159 page, T710 net, post free. 
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110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C. 


LIMITED BY GUARANTEE, AND NOT HAVING A Carrau Divine 
INTO SHARKS, 


Established 1884, Incorporated 1896, 
By the Memorandum of Association the Member p 
from receiving any personal benefit, by way of protit trea a AA 
or property of the Society. 
MEMBERS OF COUNCIL, 
E. Dawson Rocens, President, 


Hon. Percy WYNDHAM, 
Henny WITHALL, 
Mrs. W. P. BROWNE, 
Mas. D, FINLAY, 
Rev. J. Pace Horps, 
Vicr-ApminaL W. USBORNE 
Moons. 
Ancus McAnruvr. | 


} Vice-President, 


Gro. Spriaas, 

H. BIDEN STEELE, 

F. W. THURSTAN, MA. 
Miss H. WITHALG 
Mns, E, M. WALTER 


This Alliance has been formed for the purpose of uniting together 
persons interested in the study of Psychical or Spiritualistic Phenomens, 
which throw fresh light upon the nature of man, and reveal him s 
surviving the change of death. It also provides opportunities of investi. 
gation, and affords information by means of papers and discussions, 

Social Gatherings are also held from time to time, of which due 
notice is given. Two tickets are sent to Members, and one to Associates, 
for all meetings. 

Rooms are occupied at the above address, where Membem and 
Associates can meet and attend seances for the study of psychic phe- 
nomena, and classes for psychical self-culture, free and otherwise, notico 
of which is given from time to time in ‘Lian,’ and where they can 
read the special journals and use the library of works on Psychical and 
Occult Science. The reading-room is opon daily to Members and Asso. 
ciates from 10 to 6 (Saturdays excepted). 

A Circulating Library, consisting of over two thousand works devoted 
to all phases of Spiritual and Psychical Research, Science, and 
Philosophy, is at the disposal of all Members and Associates of the 
Alliance, whether in town or oma to whom books can be forwarded 
on payment of the cost of carriage. Members are entitled to threo booka 
at a time, Associates one. A complete catalogue can be obtained, post 
free, for 1s., on application to Mr. B. D. Godfrey, Librarian. 

The subscription of Members is fixed at a minimum rate of one 
guinea, and of Associates at half-a-guinea, per annum. 

Information will be gladly afforded by the Secretary, at the Rooms, 
110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.C. 

*.* Subscriptions should be made payable to the Hon. Treasurer, 
Henry Withall, and are due on January 1st in each year. 


Notices of all meetings will appear regularly in ‘Light. 


E. W. Waris, Secretary, 
Henny WITHAL, Hon, Treasurer. 


In accordance with No. XV. of the Articles of Associa- 
tion, the subscriptions of Members and Associates elected after 


October 1st will be taken as for the remainder of the present 
year and the whole of 1910. 


Objections to Spiritualism 


(ANSWERED) 
By H. A. DALLAS. 


CONTENTS, 


Preliminary Difficulties, Is Spiritaaliam Dangerous? | 
Wherein Lie the Dangers. Do the Dead know of Earth’a Sorrowa? 
Do They Tell Us An Hong New? CY 
Purposeless Phenomena. The ethods Employed, | 
Causes of Oonfusion, 
What the Communicators Themselves Say. 
Tepereereting E irits and Fraud, Materlalisations, 
e Responsibilities of epee 
ppendices A and B, 


Stiff Covers, 96 pages, post free, 1s, Ijd. 


Including an account of Marvellous Spirit Manifest. 


Tae MEDIUM IN A CAGE. 


8 terialise, hold conversation with the sitte 
pib Bae 


The Spirits make wax moulds of their | 
Phe wax monida ao porta o 140 


Might: 


A Journal of Psychical, Occult, and Mystical Research. 


‘Licut! Morr Licur !’—Goethe. ‘WHATSOEVER DOTH MAKE MANIFEST 18 LIGHT,.’—Paul, 
No. 1,501.—VoL. XXIX. [Registered as] SATURDAY, OcronER 16, 1909. [a Newspaper. ] Price TWOPENOE, 
ATHENS. i ll work of only sixty-eight but the writer of 
s a small work of only sixty-ei ages, but the writer of i 
Notes by the Way .. .. .......,493 A Book about the Messiah .... 500 kl 7 i tki ee i latsa 
18. A Noticen ‘iia The Hereafter oa. ass... eee tackles several great problems, and in a somewhat novel 
{ More Dream Revelations... bailey 86. w. $ 
} Wiat f ploce of Work i Aase Jottinan onos in ONE ol m way. He cites Professor J. J. Thomson, that ‘all mass is 
The Broadening o 1e lo + 406 tuali 1 Th hy ... 603 . 
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A Voice from a Rector veces ommunicating with the De- i : : A j 
Old and New Ideals ch ee 499 parted ., E T R COE and gives the following summary of his conclusions :— 
Mysterious Footsteps ......... 490 | Dream Knowledge ..... ..... DOS The ether is matter, Change is caused by material motion 
————————— — Dop , 
= and collisions of the masses, or the ether. Electricity and 
"i 5 ane * ore 
NOTES BY THE WAY. magnetism are material motion in a certain condition of stress, 


Gravitation is a result of vortication caused by the natural 
motions of the ether and the ether masses. All resulting in 
An extremely plain-speaking American minister, the inanimate and animated nature as at present oxisting and 
Rev. T. H. Hanna, has been relieving his mind concerning changing. 
funeral services ; and, judging from his remarks, he must As to Newton’s ‘First Law’: in the ‘Principia,’ it 
have suffered heavily and long. Nearly everything seems to reads thus: ‘Every body continues in its state of rest or 
be wrong, and very little is entirely honest. The ‘funeral of uniform motion in a straight line, except in so far as it 
sermon’ is, he thinks, an insincerity or a horror which is may be compelled by impressed forces to change that 
happily disappearing. It is often a cruel ordeal to those state.’ Mr. Biddlecombe deletes ‘in its state of rest,’ and 
immediately concerned, and strongly tempts to untruthful- inserts ‘or in its state-of rest’ after “in a straight line.’ 
ness. Mr, Hanna, as we have said, is a plain-speaking This has consequences. 
| man, and therefore may be forgiven for the following blunt — 
| story :— Let all whom it may concern take serious note of this 
A minister in New York State was called into a neigh- —that of India it must now be said, A change has come 
bouring parish to officiate at the funeral of a woman. When o'er the spirit of her dream. Her modern sons have largely 
he drove up to the gate the bereaved husband met him, and given up submissive, meditative, visionary introspection 


i id, * d, of á : P $ 
aan mani f npe nn: the herea hpasoid; ry hay A i and are now all for science, business, affairs. That is 
up anyhow,’ And that is a very subtle temptation sometimes. traceable all through her current literature and her modern 


Press. Here is the ‘Voice of Freedom’ actually finding 
flowers, on the one hand, and the use of black, on the its new Trinity in Land, Labour and Capital. The follow- 


other, both overdone; the one now suggestive of ostenta- ÎPS, from Vedantists, is rather startling :— 
tion, the other of Pagan misery. Why, he asks, should a The three ideas conveyed by the three terms, Land, Labour, 


isti ‘ and Capital, are so co-related to one another that we cannot 
Christian wife or mother wear the label of doubt or logically think of the one idea without having already thought 


. ‘ . . *z. . 

rebellion? And is it not ridiculous that Queen Fashion of the other two, consciously or unconsciously. The indispen- 
should regulate by the calendar the length of the veil and sable tie of natural co-relation of the Sacred Trinity of Land, 

the width of the border on the stationery ?’ Labour, and Capital is like that of the Sacred Trinity of 

í mother, father, and son. 

z pa is pog oly eat sana is a haly ona and 

; ; ii ‘apital is our holy son. It is the doctrine of ‘Unity in Trinity, 

One reform which this observant minister suggests hd Trinity in Unity.’ We cannot faithfully believe in Unity 
greatly commends itself to us. He refers with pain to the alone without believing in the Trinity. Now that we have 
presence of women and children at funerals, and we agree come to this world, let us make our life blessed by following 
with every word :— faithfully the principle of the natural Trinity of the Earth, 
It used to be the custom in Scotland for no one to go to and not by miaguidedly, deludedly, and frnitlesaly upholding 
PHN chiar Hat thd Wied who bore the be Tao not a the illogical doctrine of Unity alone, Cultivate the land, and 
rather’ it still oaa Barria rekta to bees tints ‘Sentimental produce the capital, is the law of this Trinity. Each and every 
To ! one of this maai Land, Labour, and Capital, belongs to 


‘ women already impresses me most favourably. Whyshould God, comes from God, remains in God, and eventually goes 


He, of course, condemns the fashionable gorge of 


ly worn out by long weeks of watching at the 
d in no physical condition for the extra tax, expose 
heir little children to the mental and bodily 
) the c na i SOL PA re ; g 
to get Dr, Carus is, we find, an ardent advocate for Bible f 

teaching in all schools, but he couples his advocacy with 
to assist the u _ the demand that it shall be taught scientifically, that is to 
uent upon ex e ay, to uso a blunter word, truthfully, as a collection of pro- r 
eenaa eats ve records, historical, legendary and religious. This 
1 in a revolution which few of those who are for the 
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er back to Him. We aro just the tools. God is the Creator, 
God is the Maintainer, and God is the Distributor. 
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who ordered the children of Israel to take away with them 
the gold and silver vessels of the Egyptians was a tribal deity 
who wanted to enrich his people at the cost of others. Further 
the God of Jephthah, who sacrificed his daughter, was still a 
God of savages. The God of Samson who came over him like 
a magic spell belongs to mythological deities. None of these 
views can be regarded as the God of matured Christianity, or, 
let us add also, of present-day Judaism. We ought to know, 
however, that from such crude notions has sprung the noblest 
and most philosophical God-conception of to-day, and we can 
trace the historical connection. We know that the compre- 
hension of children is not the comprehension of man, and so 
we must learn that older beliefs of mankind exhibit a lower 
conception of the Deity than in more advanced times, and 
there is no harm in telling the truth. 


Is there not? What would even Dr. Clifford say to 
Dr. Carus’ advocacy of Bible teaching in the schools ? 


‘For Christ’s sake’ is a familiar, a very familiar, phrase; 
but we are sure that in this case the proverb ‘ Familiarity 
breeds contempt’ will never apply; though familiarity 
may breed inattention ; and inattention is half way to un- 
meaning. What ought the phrase really to mean? Surely 
this—that a Christlike thing is done as something of which 
he would approve. 

But there is, or might be, a deeper meaning, indicated 
by—as for Christ, as though the thing were done to and not 
only for him. Noris this only fanciful. There isa pro- 
found spiritual sense in which the person Christ is only the 

representative of a larger Christ—the Human Christ pre- 
sent in every one of us. And did he not himself say that 
if one did an act of kindness to the needy, it was done to 
him? 

Edwin Markham brought this out wonderfully in a 
poem which told how Conrad the cobbler made a tryst with 
Christ and lamented that the Heavenly Guest did not 
keep it; but, on the day of the tryst, he had called in a 
beggar from the street and given him shoes ; helped an old 
woman with her load of fagots and given her bread ; 
and led a frightened child to its mother. Then this 
happened :— 

E The day went down in the crimson west, 
And with it the hope of the blessed Guest ; 
And Conrad sighed as the world turned gray ; 
‘ Why is it, Lord, that your feet delay ? 
Did you forget that this was the day?’ 
Then, soft, in the silence a voice he heard : 
‘Lift up your heart, for I i my word. 
Three times I came to your friendly door ; 
Three times my shadow was on your floor. 
I was the beggar with bruised feet ; 


I was the woman you gave to eat ; 
I was the child on the homeless street.’ 


Tue Rev. Frank Swarnson, Vicar of St. Barnabas, Hollo- 
way, has taken up his parable against Spiritualism. He declares 
that ‘the curse of God rests on this t ae and says ‘I wot 
whom God curseth is cursed indeed.’ e would ask : How 
does he know, and how can he prove his assertion ? 


bad Se pe hen aa R koras Fi Biel 
ing’ (T. Werner Laurie, price 2s. 6d. r. Ray nnar 
Baker describes the Emmanuel movement, already well known, 
and an equally im t work which is being carried on 
Finny by Dr. Ri C. Cabot at the usetts 
neral Hospital. The hospitals fail because working people 
have no chance of obtaining what they most require—rest, 
good food, sanitary conditions of daily life. Clergymen and 
doctors are now agreed that the whole man must be treated, 
soul and body alike. Dr. Cabot has organised a Social Service 
ent to look after the conditions under which the 


who are 
times speci 
as the ‘two gar, 


lya ez g 


ud 


DUG Here 


_ days, Mr. A. Rex, the heali 


{October 16, 1909, 


LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, LTD. 


A meeting of the Members and Associates of the Alliance 
will be held in the SALON or THE Roya Soocrery or Britisa 
Artists, SUFFOLK-STREET, Patt Maru East (near the 
National Gallery), on 


THURSDAY EVENING NEX7, OCTOBER 2iar, 


Waen AN ADDRESS WILL BE GIVEN 
BY 
MRS. ANNIE BESANT, 
President of the Theosophical Society, 
ON 


‘Our Relations mith Three Worlds’ 


The doors will be opened at 7 o'clock, and the Address will 
be commenced punctually at 7.30. 


SPECIAL NOTICE. 

To Mrs. Besant’s lecture oNLY Members and Associates can 
be admitted, each of whom may have but one ticket (free) 
for personal use. Early application for this ticket, with 
stamped envelope enclosed, should be made to the Secretary 
at 110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.C. On account of the limited 
accommodation no tickets can be sold, and no one can be 
admitted without a ticket. 


Meetings will also be held in the SALON or THE ROYAL 
Socrery or Britisu ARTISTS, Suffolk-street, Pall Mall East, 
S.W. (near the National Gallery), on the following Thursday 
evenings :— 

Nov. 4.—Mapame ALICE Le Pionceon, on ‘Dr. Le Plon- 
geon’s Discoveries concerning the Mayas and 
Egyptians and Atlantis.’ (With Lantern Iilus- 
trations.) 

Nov. 18.—Mr. J. J. Morse, under spirit control, will reply to 

Written Questions from the Audience. 
2.—Mr. L. STANLEY Jast, on ‘The Place and Purpose 

of Ritual in the Spiritual Life.’ 

Dec. 16.—Mr. E. Wake Cook, on ‘ The Purpose of Existence.’ 


Dec. 


At the meetings which will be held early in 1910, 
Addresses will be delivered by the Rev. T. Rhondda Williams, 
Mrs. C. Despard, Mr. J. W. Boulding, Mr. Angus McArthur, 
Lady Mosley, Mr. George Young, Mr. E. E. Fournier d'Albe, 
the Rev. J. Page Hopps, and Miss E. Katharine Bates, of 
which full particulars will be given in due course. 


MEETINGS AT 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C, 
For THE STUDY or PsycuicaL PHENOMENA. 

CLAIRVOYANCE.—On Zuesday next, October 19th, Mrs. 
Imison (Nurse Graham) will give illustrations of Clairvoyance, 
at 3 p.m., and no one will be admitted after that hour. Fee 1s. 
each to Members and Associates ; for friends introduced by 
them, 2s. each. On the 26th, Mrs. Place-Veary. 

Meprumistic DeveLopmeNT.—On Thursday next, October 
21st, and on November 4th and 18th, and December 2nd and 
16th at 4 p.m., Mr. George Spriggs will conduct a Class for the 
e ag of Mediumship, for Members and Associates 
only. 

TALKS WITH A SPIRIT CONTROL.—On Friday next, at 3 
o'clock, Mrs. M. H. Wallis, under spirit control, will to 
questions relating to the phenomena and philosophy of Spirit- 
ualism, mediumship, and life here and on ‘the other side.’ 
Admission 1s. ; Members and Associates free. Visitors should 
be prepared with written inquiries of general interest to submit | 
to the control. Students and inquirers alike will find these 
meetings especially useful in helping them to solve exing 
en and to realise the actuality of spirit personality 
influence. i 

Srrır Heatryc.—On Mondays, Wednesdays, and 

medium, will attend bets 
11 a.m. and 1 p.m, to afford Members and Associate 
their friends an opportunity to avail themselves of his £ 
in magnetic Healing under spirit control. As Mr, ° 
unable to treat more than a limited number of patie 
each occasion, appointments must be made in a 
letter, addressed to the Secretary, Mr. E. W. Wa 
one treatment, 7s. 6d. ; course of three, 15s, 

Members have the roducing 
the Friday meeting wi 
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MORE DREAM REVELATIONS. 


A study of dream phenomena led Mr. S. Miles, of Wesley 
Manse, Cannock, to the conclusion ‘that dreamland is an 
embryo spirit world, and that dreams teach us the reality of 
things not seen by our bodily eyes.’ Continuing, in a letter in 
the ‘ Daily News,’ Mr. Miles says :— 


An Address on this subject caused a lady to send me 
Boccaccio’s account of the recovery of the thirteen last cantos 
of Dante’s great work, for which his sons had searched in 
vain, till in a vision (or dream) the poet himself appeared to 
his son Jacopo and indicated the place where the missing 
cantos were, and where they were actually found to be. The 
place of hiding of Dante’s body by Franciscan monks is also 
said to have been revealed, some centuries later, by the shade 
of Dante himself, who, when challenged by the sacristan to 
whom it appeared, answered, ‘Iam Dante.’ As this sacristan 
only died in 1865, some of your readers may know the story. 


Mr. T, H. Penrith, also of a Wesley Manse, at Daventry, 
relates in the ‘ Daily News’ how, some fifty years ago in a 
dream, he saw a ‘bankrider, whose duty it was to ride on 
horseback all night on the banks of the Bridgewater Canal, 
descending from, say, a hundred yards overhead. Lighting on 
an open space he was dashed to pieces, whilst the horse 
sprang to his feet and seemed no worse for the fall. Two 
youths led it away toa stable, and the remains of his rider, all 
mangled and broken, were conveyed to a neighbouring house. 
The next morning our hapless friend came, as usual, to my 
office, when I at once told him of my dream, and, I must 
confess, felt uncommonly serious as I did so. ‘ It was,’ I said, 
‘very like you, Mr. H., indeed. The horseman could not be 
mistaken for anyone else,’ ‘Oh, he replied, in a half-jocular 


manner, ‘don’t trouble yourself, Mr. P. ; it was nothing but 
a dream.’ 


A day or two later, as he went to the office in Water-street, 
Manchester, Mr. Penrith was met by one of the clerks who 
informed him that Mr. H. had been ‘found drowned in 
the canal and his horse swimming.’ This case, ‘although 
differing in details, yet having the same general features’ 
Mr. Penrith always ‘regarded as a clear, solemn warning,’ 


given through him to his friend, ‘to prepare for his coming 
end,’ and, he says :— 


Until better informed, I shall contintie to believe that the 
great Benefactor, who, in His mercy, regards the welfare of 
every one of His creatures, has not ceased to exemplify what 
Elihu says: ‘In a dream, in a vision of the night, when deep 
sleep falleth upon men, in slumberings upon the bed, then He 
openeth the ears of men, and sealeth their instruction, that 


e may withdraw man from his purpose and hide pride from 
man’ (Job xxxiii., 15-17). 


Dr. R. M. Theobald, of Lee, S.E., also writing in the 
‘Daily News,’ says :— 


A few days ago I dreamt that I was playing chess, and 
my adversary queened a pawn. ‘No matter,’ I thought to 
myself, ‘my own queen at once takes the new queen.’ As I 
was in the act of making this move my adversary said : ‘ But 
if you take the queen you lose your own.’ I had not sus- 
pected this till my gand spoke, and then at once I saw 
that this was the case. Dreams of a similar kind have 
occurred to me before, in which the mind knows and does not 
know the same thing at the same time. Here is another 
instance of the duality of consciousness—two eae of per- 
ption iin opalina and the subliminal. Surely we are 
x and wonderfully made.’ 
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for work at 6.30 a.m. (He was a railway foreman.) She had 
dreamt that she saw a uniformed man knocked down and 
instantly killed by the falling of the door of a goods truck, and 
upon asking one of the bystanders who it was she was told it 
was a man named John Lewis (my fathers name). On my 
father’s return to breakfast he told us that at 4 o'clock that 
morning a man named John Lewis had been killed in the 
manner described two or three stations away from our town. 


‘WHAT A PIECE OF WORK IS MAN.’ 


Man has been described as being ‘fearfully and wonderfully 
made, but Henry Frank, writing in ‘The Swastika,’ 
picturesquely depicts a human being as an epitome of 
Nature. He says :— 


Within the forest of his veins prowl raging beasts of prey 
—the lion, panther, ourang-outang, leviathan, hyena, wolf, 
Within his brain float betimes the plumaged birds of sunlit 
climes, and songsters all athrill with tuneful melodies. Here, 
too, venomed vipers and coiled serpents haunt, animate with 
vengeful impulse. Slimy lizards creep athwart the tombs of 
buried memories. Wolves with hungry howlings terrorise 
the soul; the savage hyena swings his reeking jaws and 
growls for richer food. 

Within the passions of the breast the fox, with cunning 
and deceptive mien, glides furtively, where betimes the 
ponderous elephant plods with huge and massive hoof. Even 
the timid rabbit, with trembling lip and frightened glance, 
scurries along the avenues of the blood, chased by cruel 
pursuers or, mayhap, fascinating its admirers with winning 
manners. Sometimes monstrous fishes plow the billowy 
breast, terrifying the surging passions, or glide with tantalising 
grace among the moss-grown rocks of memory and scorn the 
baited hook that solace offers. Thus is populated the animated 
blood of human veins. Through caverns dug by tireless arms 
of progress and achievement, rush the gurgling currents of 
opposing thoughts, sucked into hollow and mysterious depths 
of passion, or swirled in bewildering eddies of doubt and 
indecision. Here course the torrents of agitation, and 
thunder the cataracts of revolution. Here spreads the wide 
main of civilisation, bearing on its bosom the ghostly 
commerce of the centuries or cannon-bristling men-of- 
war, its foamy crests forever seething with human ambition, 
acquisition, aggrandisement. 

In the theatre of the heart, where boils and bubbles the 
blood of the race, is ever enacted and re-enacted the progres- 
sive history of humankind. Each drop of blood is the ancestral 
home of beast, bird, savage, soldier, priest, poet, potentate, 
agitator, saint, hypocrite, reformer. All the forces of the 
passing centuries centre therein, clamouring for emphasis, 
rioting for supremacy. 

As the blood is literally the seething caldron of the flesh, 
wherein all the chemic substances which compose it are fused 
and transmuted into vital energy, so each human being is the 
composite of all the physical, moral, mental, and spiritual 
powers which, through the ages, have been incarnate in ani- 


mate form, and found expression in momentary phases of 
individual existence. 


; and plunging cataracts with 
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moulded out of infinite solutions, man 
mingle in the firmament of universal 
ormed of infinite variety, he constitutes 
life. The mi of infinite 
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He who rises self-expressed from the surging ocean of 
life, like a crested wave overtopping the billowy surface—a 
monument of self-achievement—an individualised force 
amid the multitudinous mass of energy—compasses the 
meaning of existence. } 

Je who merely floats upon the surface or mingles with the 
fluid forces—dissolving in the universal solution of complex 
substances—un-egoistic, self-unrecognised, semi-conscious— 
misses the purpose of life, the climax of evolution. 

Self-mastery consists in the conquest and control of con- 

tending energies. 

Every human life initially isa wild wood peopled by savage 
beasts—charged with sinister elements. 

As the pioneer of civilisation must needs hunt and over- 
power the wild beasts that lurk upon its borders, so must 
every human being who would enter the realm of refinement, 
culture, and self-conquest. Only when every bestial instinct 
that lingers in the breast is so conquered and commanded 
that the mind as absolutely controls it as the tamer of wild 
beasts grips them in the flesh of his authority, has one 
mounted the throne of Self-Mastery. 

To furnish the mind with beautiful thoughts is not suffi- 
cient. One in his dreams may view a vision of peace and 
awake upon the battle-field. If he continues to dream that 
peace prevails and forgets to fight, the day is lost. 

To slay the raging beasts of anger, hatred, vengeance, re- 
taliation, and their kin, is more difticult than the slaughter of 
lions and leopards in their native jungles. 

The weapon by which they are best conquered is the bow 
of habit armed with the arrow of resolution. When the habit 
becomes well bent and firm it will send the arrow straight 
at the brow of every rising beast. Each time the beast is 
pierced by the flying arrow the weaker it grows and soon 
will fall with mortal wound. Courage, the freedom from fear, 
is as needful a quality of the moral Nimrod as the physical. 

If knowing himself so well, in the light of such truth 
as science reveals, man but learns to fear himself and all the 
prowling beasts that menace him, he is still a savage unfit 


for progress. 
cience has not caused man to cower, but by knowledge 


to rise on the plane of evolution. 

“Man, know thyself, need give no fear to any. That 
natively we are composed so much of devil, need not blind 
us to the angel still within. That now we know man was 
not first spirit and then flesh, first angel and then sinner, 
but arose from mud to man, need not discourage us. The 
path of progress has been through æons for all the race. We 
are ‘heirs of all the ages, foremost in the files of time.’ Each 
individual to-day profits by the failures and triumphs, the 
sufferings and sorrows of the age-unfolding race. 

We have far less to triumph over than the ape-man, half 
beast, half human, who antedated human history. Yet 
traces of him linger still, and our battle is to wipe them all 
away from the table of our memory. But let us not forget 
that by the power of habit we can conquer all. ‘ Use 
almost can change the stamp of Nature.’ We can indeed by 
right usage make ourselves anew and ‘master the devil and 
throw him out with wondrous potency.’ 


Tue ‘Daily Telegraph,’ of the 8th inst., in its review of two 
new books, admits that Spiritualism is gaining ground, but 
says: ‘Spiritualism, occultism, flat contradictions to both 
sense and reason, flourish and abound in our midst, and the 
only serviceable parallel is that period in the Roman Empire 
in which, as the satirist says, “the Orontes flowed into the 
River Tiber.” . . The most significant feature in books like 
those which Mr. Bennett and Miss Underhill have composed is 
their evident appeal to men and women of the present 
generation, who, having quarrelled with creeds, attempt to 
satisfy the yearning of their souls with the strangest bits of 
heterogeneous wisdom, voiced by the dreaming imaginations of 
the East. Mysticism is alike very old and very new, and has 
always accompanied the growth of definite knowledge and a 
definite creed as a constant but impalpable background. Men 
and women, as the French might say, “ pay themselves with 
words,” and think they have attained to mystical doctrines ; 
then, as has invariably happened in the course of history, a 
ae epoch provokes violent reactions, and we have a 
rebirth of empiricism, a hard and crade reliance on actual, 
insistent facts. Doubtless gap will come ; but for the 
present the mystics have it all their own way.’ There is much 
truth in that shrewd observation, ‘men and women pay them- 
selves with words and think they have attained to mystical 
a but, as regards Spiritualism, we at it 
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THE BROADENING OF THEOLOGY. 


The ‘Christian Commonwealth,’ of October 6th, gives in 
full a statement of belief drawn up by a student in a Wes- 
leyan Theological College, Mr. A. M. Chirgwin, as a result of 
which he was expelled from the Methodist Church, for the 
reason that the standpoint taken is ‘entirely different from 
that usually accepted in Methodist circles, although it is 
chiefly ‘a matter of attitude and emphasis.’ As will be seen, 
the young man’s views are those naturally resulting froma 
recognition of the essentially spiritual nature of man, and as 
such are in accord with the Spiritualist philosophy. Among 
other opinions enumerated are the following :— 

As to the dogma of the Divinity of our Lord, the only 
distinction I can draw between Godhead and manhood is that 
manhood is Godhead expressed on a certain plane. All life is 
an expression of immanent Deity, and manhood is its 
expression on a certain (viz., the human) level, its fullest and 
most perfect expression on that plane being in Jesus. The 
difference, then, that I recognise between Jesus and ourselves 
is one of degree and not of kind, but the degree is so great 
as almost, if not quite, to amount to one of kind. . . In 
Jesus we see humanity and Deity meet, and we see also that 
this incarnate spirit of humanity is a real and intrinsic part 
of Deity. 

Mr. Chirgwin regards ‘the Eternal Christ’ as being ‘the 
manward side of Deity’; because of his life and death Jesus, 
the man, became identified with the Eternal Christ : * Christ- 
ianity’s crowning contribution to the world’s spiritual thinking 
is the conception of the humanity of God and the divinity of 
man.’ We are not to set a limit to our knowlege of God be- 


cause of byegone revelations :— 

Our knowledge of God is ever increasing, and to that 
extent God is ever becoming progressively more known and 
more knowable, and so progressively more immanent. Jesus 
could not express the whole of God. He is only the most 
perfect expression“of the manward, or Eternal Christ, aspect 
of Deity. 

Yet a fuller revelation may become possible, as human 
nature evolves sufficiently to permit of a more perfect ex- 
pression of Deity on the human plane. The object of | 
religion, as a means by which man comes to recognise his 
real nature and his relationship to God, is further set forth 
in the paragraphs treating of the Atonement, which is thus 


described :— 
Atonement is the upward struggle of the Immanent God. 
It is a world-process of vicarious suffering (not punishment) 
when that suffering is simply and entirely the expression of | 
love. It is the effort of Divine Love to uplift humanity, to 
release it from the matrix of the merely animal life, and to 
lift it into a life of deep and true oneness with the Father, so 
that our life is hid with Christ in God. This is the At-one- | 
ment. This vicarious suffering is an eternal law of the uni- 
verse, and is the sole method of human salvation, It is 
tially and one-sidedly expressed in the aphorism, ‘ Would’st 
thou be saved? Then rise and be a saviour.’ This vicariou 
suffering is only the expression of Divine Love in human — 
life: God energising in man. It is not an event, but an 
age-long process. Pe 
The work of Jesus did not consist in doing something 
which changed God’s attitude towards man, but rather in 
showing forth in its most perfect form the mutual relationship 
between God and man; and, following this perfect ideal, 
Mr. Chirgwin thus sets forth his own ‘evangel’ :— , 
My aims as a preacher and minister are to get men and 
women to take into their lives the principles that guided th 
life of Jesus, and so to contribute to the utmost of thei 
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OCCULT CHEMISTRY—WHAT IS THE EVIDENCE ? 

We have frequently been perplexed by the reticence of 
those who state the results of ‘the higher clairvoyance,’ as 
practised by certain Theosophists, as to the manner in which 
these investigations were conducted ; and none of them have 
been more remarkable than those described by Mrs. Besant 
under the name of ‘Occult Chemistry.’ It is claimed that by 
clairvoyant vision of a special type the forms of the atoms of 
various substances can be described and even drawn, and 
these drawings have been published. In the ‘ Theosophist’ for 
October Mr. Johan van Manen describes the method by which 
these researches were carried on. The first suggestion seems to 
have come during an afternoon walk in 1895, when Mr. Sinnett 
brought up the subject of the constitution of the chemical 
elements and ‘ventured the question whether it could be 
ascertained by the help of occult powers.’ Mrs. Besant and 
Mr. Leadbeater expressed their willingness to try, so ‘the 
various members of the party let themselves gently down on 
the grass’ (they had reached ‘a sloping bank beside the 

Finchley-road’) and the two seers commenced operations. 
They had already acquired the power of magnification in 
clairvoyance, and they began to describe what they saw. If 
one of them noticed a particular structure the other would say 
that he or she saw it also, and would add further details. 
One of them would describe ‘two interlaced triangles’ 
(hydrogen) or ‘a queer egg-like mass of floating bodies, in 
the midst of which is a big balloon-shaped structure 
(nitrogen) ; or, again, ‘a thing not unlike a corded bale’ 
(carbon). Of course, some might be disposed to put 
this down to a vivid imagination combined with thought- 
transference and mutual suggestion, but we must 
suppose that in a prolonged research such self-deception 
would be impossible. Moreover, it appears that the results 
obtained are in accord with those received through spirit 
teachings, for we are told that ‘ Babbitt’s book on “ Principles 
of Light and Colour” (published in 1878), which was largely 
written with the help of “ spirits,” and in which we find the 
drawing of the ultimate atom so much resembling the drawing 
given in her article, was known to Mrs. Besant and is quoted 
by her.’ After this preliminary survey of the field, the matter 
rested for twelve years. 

In the early part of 1907 the subject was again brought 
up as a good one for research. While Mrs. Besant, Mr. Lead- 
beater, and others were staying near Dresden they devoted 
their afternoons, ‘between lunch and afternoon tea,’ to the 
process of ‘looking up’ the elements, and Mr, Leadbeater 
once devoted a whole morning to the drawing of diagrams of 
gold, gazing for the purpose at a twenty mark gold piece. 
But ‘ the investigation was generally made in the open, in some 
quiet and beautiful spot of the surrounding woods.’ Some of 
the rarer elements were studied in the Dresden Geological 
ry here a further discovery of occult power was 
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There is mention in this article of a private museum kept 
by the great hierarchy of adepts for the use of its members 
and students. It contains a piece of solid mercury, which was 
studied by these indefatigable investigators of occult 
chemistry. So that for those who, like Alice, possess the secret 
of popping down the rabbit-hole between lunch and afternoon 
tea, there is no knowing what ‘Wonderland’ they may find 
open to their explorations. 


CONVERSAZIONE OF THE LONDON 
SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE. 


On Thursday, the 7th inst., there was a large gathering of 
the Members, Associates and friends of the London Spiritualist 
Alliance in the Salon of the Royal Society of British Artists, 
Suffolk-street, Pall Mall, the occasion being the annual Con- 
versazione with which the lecture season of the Alliance 
commences. The pleasant social atmosphere which prevailed 
gave excellent conditions to the mediums, Miss S. McCreadie 
and Mr. A. V. Peters, who each gave a large number of 
descriptions of the spirit friends whom they saw, clairvoyantly, 
near to persons in the audience. In several instances brief 
messages were also given, the descriptions being, in most 
cases, readily recognised. 

Mr. H. Wrrnatt, chairman, in opening the proceedings 
and introducing the mediums, expressed his pleasure at seeing 
so large an audience, and in the name of the aged President, 
Mr. Dawson Rogers (now quite unable to take any part in 
the movement), on behalf of the Council, and of the spirit 
friends of the Alliance, he gave them all a hearty welcome, 
and hoped that those who were present for the first time 
might become Members, or at least Associates. 

As would be seen from the published announcements, the 

programme this Session was an unusually long one ; some 
excellent lecturers had been secured, and although the work 
of the Alliance was mostly confined to the Council, the 
Members and Associates could also do their part in moulding 
public opinion regarding Spiritualism by presenting the sub- 
ject in an attractive way, and by seeking to /ive up to the 
principles it taught. He had been assured by many spirit 
friends that Spiritualism was growing rapidly and would 
ultimately triumph over all opposition ; but it largely de- 
pended on Spiritualists themselves whether its success would 
be speedy. In addition to presenting Spiritualism to their 
friends they should persuade them to join the Alliance and 
to attend the Friday afternoon gatherings, where they would 
learn something of its philosophy as taught by an intelligent 
spirit who knew whereof he spoke, and thus be prepared for 
the séances on Tuesday afternoons, at which clairvoyant 
descriptions of spirits are given. It should be specially 
remembered that most persons are unable to appreciate the 
phenomena until their minds have been prepared as to the 
possibility of such occurrences, and this preparation should 
be the work of every Spiritualist who desires that the truth 
of spirit intercourse should be universally accepted. 

One feature of interest was the fact that reports were 
taken of the clairvoyant descriptions given by Miss 
McCreadie and Mr. Peters. Copies of these reports will 
be sent to those persons who received the descriptions, so 
that they may read them over and, as far as possible, verify 
the points which led to Cn identification of their ae 
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A VOICE FROM A RECTORY. 


The title of the Rev. J. O. Bevan’s new book, ‘The 
Genesis and Evolution of the Individual Soul Scientifically 
Treated’ (London : Williams and Norgate) might well be 
thought too large a claim. Some will think it an im- 
possible claim. If the word had been ‘demonstrated,’ the 
objection would stand; but ‘treated’ is a word of quite 
sufficient modesty. 

Mr. Bevan firmly holds that Man is dual, soul and 
body: and he as firmly holds that soul and body are, in 
their genesis, and now in their evolution, one. That is to 
says, ‘the soul is immanent from the beginning; from the 
origin of the first primitive life-cell (even as a bud is 
immanent in the root); but that it is not evidenced in out- 
ward and particular manifestation until the evolutionary 
period is fulfilled.’ All life is a derivation or outflow 
from ‘a Universal Expression,’ consisting of ‘an infinite 
series of which the primary terms are: non-sentient body 
+ sentient body + mind + soul + spirit + . . . . 
+ a long succession of progressive terms now unknown to 
us mortals, either as to character or degree.’ 

Mr. Bevan boldly tackles the difficult subject of genera- 
tion, and attempts to trace the genesis of soul in its com- 
bination with body as a natural process. Into this we 
cannot follow him, though his study is a keen and exciting 
one. Suffice it to say that ‘a body-element’ as well as ‘a 
soul-element’ are, in his opinion, involved in the process, 
and that both are vitally related to all preceding genera- 
tions as well as bearing the impress of the individuals 
whence the life principle has proceeded. There is nothing 
particularly novel in that opinion, involved as it is in the 

law of heredity, but, by those who regard it as sufficient, 
it quite disposes of the notion of reincarnation ; and, in 

fact, leaves no vacancy. 
The chief interest of this book for us is in its side 
issues, connected with the general subject of spirit-life, 
everywhere revealing a modern, alert, well-informed and 
open mind. The writer is well-grounded on the funda- 
mental doctrine of discrete degrees from which it follows 
that substances may interpenetrate and remain indepen- 
dent. He suggests that Nature has sights we cannot see 
and sounds we cannot hear; hence an infinity of worlds 
may exist, not without but within one another; ‘so that 
the space with which we are now familiar—the very room 
in which we may be gathered on the 
instant—may be the arena of a complex series of spiritual 
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experiences.’ Once upon a time, people talked of three 
worlds, Heaven, Hell, and Earth, just as we talk of Paris, 
London, and Berlin. Now, says Mr. Bevan, we believe in 
a series of heavens and hells, and that they could be with- 
out us, within us, and around. Therefore, ‘mathematically 
speaking,’ death may be only our promotion to space of 
higher dimensions than three, but in a world interpene- 
trating our present universe in all directions. 

Of course, these thoughts give direction and character 
to all our ideas as to human destiny in the life to come, 
Once it sufficed to say that one would ‘go to heaven,’ and 
that another would ‘go to hell’: and both straight away, 
unless the old notion of a bodily resurrection and a post- 
poned judgment day called a halt. Thus, as Mr. Bevan 
reminds us, the secretary of the late Mr. Spurgeon thought 
it quite proper to say that ‘the master entered heaven at 
11.30 am.,’ and, if asked, he would probably have been 
willing to suggest that he was introduced to Jesus at 
11.40 and, before midday, saw God on His great white 
throne. How crude it all is! l 

Mr. Spurgeon himself always consistently taught that 
heaven was purely a place for enjoyment and ‘ praise,’ with 
music and singing and crowns and garlands and palms, 
with never a hand to help a poor devil out of hell: all of 
which was as cruel as it was crude: but a few years ago, 
it was ‘orthodox.’ Mr. Bevan is much to be preferred. 
He finds heaven in greater consciousness of the presence 
of God, of the value of work, of hopefulness, and a greater 
assurance of victory. The salt of life, he says, is expendi- 
ture of effort in a good ‘cause, in progress, in something 
accomplished, in the utilisation of powers of love, trust, 
faith and hope; including, one would naturally suppose, 
enterprise in the hells, in the spirit of his remark that in 
successive celestial spheres special duties will be laid upon 
those whose experiences in this present dispensation fitted 
them to undertake novel and more serious responsibilities. 
He goes even a step farther, and says boldly :— 

In this treatise, the principle of development is assumed 
to operate through all the kingdoms of God, to the end that 
a continuously higher state (lived under similar moral and 


spiritual conditions) would be reached. Through severer 
tasks involving labour, conflict, success, and even failare— 


this being not exactly failure as we count failure, but a limita- 
tion of success—in the end, inducing greater responsibility, 
calling forth larger ambition, increased resistance to evil (i. e., 
to adverse influence), enlarged conscious effort towards full 
realisation of the ideal—all eventuating in fuller apprehension — 
of Divine support and approval. 


This will fully satisfy the most ardent Spiritualist as 
an indication of what is likely to happen both to e 
‘saved’ and the ‘lost’ on the other side. All we ask is- 
—full opportunity for service for the one, and reoot 
and the possibility of unhindered advance for the other. 

Mr. Bevan, though, of course, quite sympathetic, is not 
a robust advocate of Spiritualism, or does not care to stand 
forth as that in his book. After a cautious reference to 
our limited knowledge of the interaction of Soul and Bods 
he says: ‘It is true that certain claims to knowledge are 
made by so-called “Spiritualists,” based upon the supposi- 
tion that the Spirit exists after dissolution, with i 
sciousness, memory, and powers of thought and comr 
tion practically unimpaired, so that it is able 
municate with inquirers on earth by means of sign: 
mitted through the intervention of a symp 
medium. The phenomena manifested at sé 
appeal to most thinkers, or fit in with a n 
life’—a conclusion which appears to us t 
in conception and expression, for, sui 
world is what this writer says it is 
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the spirit people could assemble in rooms where we are 
discussing them, it is the most natural thing to imagine 
that they might like to take a hand in the discussion. That 
ought to be ‘normal’; and the really amazing thing so far 
is, that it is not. 


OLD AND NEW IDEALS. 


Mrs. Besant, in her lectures delivered to the public during 
her stay in London last year, which have just been published,* 
takes a comprehensive survey of the present transition period. 
Speaking of the recent past as a time of deadlock in religion, 
science, and art, as well as in social conditions, she refers 
hopefully to the future as containing the promise of the open- 
ing of new doors in all these great branches of human life and 
effort. The undermining of the historical bases of Chris- 
tianity by modern research, the disappearance of an extra- 
cosmic God from the world of thought, the distinction that is 
being drawn between ‘the personality of Jesus and the 
larger revelation of the Christ,’ all these things mark a tran- 
sition which is throwing the emphasis of religion more into 
the domain of morals. Though morals have their basis in 
conscience and reason, ‘it is not enough,’ she says, ‘ to teach 
that men should follow conscience and reason unless you train 
the reason and illuminate the conscience.’ The relationship 
between the part and the whole of man to the universe ‘is 
to be learnt by religion only, and by the deathless immortality 
of the divine Spirit in man.’ 

Science has come to a deadlock because it is confronted 
with new subjects for study which are too minute, too 
subtle, to be observed by the old methods ; ‘the instruments 
of brass, of glass, nay even of sensitive needles, are not fine 
enough to carry investigation further.’ Psychology depends 
upon facts which have been forced on the notice of scientific 
men by the mesmerists, Spiritualists and others on whom 
science looks down as ‘outside the pale of scientific respect.’ 
Science can rearrange and relabel these facts, but ‘it has no 
theory into which they can fit, and no explanation which 
arranges them in a rational order.’ Medicine is in much the 
same plight ; it is finding that health is obtained by pure 
food and right living, and not by ‘ poisonings, however carefully 
graduated,’ 

But in all these directions new doors are opening, and new 
methods are being applied. These consist in the cultivation 
of the finer faculties : ‘after much intensification of the pre- 
sent organs of sense, newer organs will begin to show them- 
selves—those which will unfold to us the world on the other 
side of death.’ We shall investigate in our astral bodies, 
which belong to that other world, and register the results by 
reason of the greater sensitiveness of our physical bodies. 

This opening of new powers shows that a new ‘sub-race’ is 
beginning even at the present time :— 

Not only the physical body is growi 
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the universe—‘with the spiritual realities which belong to 
the spiritual life.’ The existence of God can be apprehended 
only by the unfolding of the spiritual nature, which is itself 
divine, ‘and, because itself is God, knows that God of which 
it is the offspring.’ 

New doors are opening in science through the developments 

of the perception of a semi-physical world; in medicine these 
faculties have already been utilised in clairvoyant diagnosis, 
and in healing by suggestion in its various forms. Art is 
finding its vocation in the expression of higher perceptions 
whether pictorially or in music. Social conditions are show- 
ing good hope of improvement through the recognition of the 
principle of brotherhood, and the drawing together of nations 
and even of religions. The Coming Race will recognise unity 
as an essential and fundamental principle, and its finer sensi- 
bilities will demand sweeter and better environments in home, 
school, and factory, more suitable nourishment, and the in- 
creased practice of meditation. The Coming Race will ‘ build a 
civilisation happy, glorious, beautiful and free, but in which 
it shall be realised that the greatest freedom expresses itself 
in the greatest service.’ These themes, and others arising 
from them, are further enlarged upon in the lectures on ‘The 
Coming Christ,’ and ‘The Larger Consciousness,’ and are 
summed up in that on ‘The Place of Theosophy in the 
Coming Civilisation.’ 

Teaching of a more detailed character, addressed especially 
to those who have made some advance in the study of Theo- 
sophy, is contained in the lectures forming the second part of 
this book. The sacraments in the churches are explained on 
the basis of spiritual power conveyed by the vehicles used, 
with references to a passing of magnetism at the ordination 
of priests, and to means of obtaining illumination through 
contemplation of the mysteries foreshadowed. The lecture 
on ‘The Nature of the Christ’ should be carefully studied. 
Mrs. Besant holds that ‘there is only one Supreme Teacher 
of mankind,’ known by various names, none more appropriate 
than that of the Bodhisattva—the ‘ Wisdom-Truth.’ In this 
Supreme Teacher all religions draw together, to Him they 
look up ‘through Masters who specifically belong to the various 
faiths of the world,’ for His manifestations are not limited to 
an age, nor to a race, nor to the past, but may again en- 
lighten the world with spiritual wisdom, and strike the key- 
note of a new civilisation. 


MYSTERIOUS FOOTSTEPS. 


‘ Psychische Studien’ reports, on the authority of a 
responsible correspondent, some peculiar occurrences in a house 
at Stuttgart, the second floor of which has been tenanted by 
various families who have speedily left it on account of the 
same disturbances. The son of the present occupant isa 
young man of scientific education, who is ‘in no way super- 
stitious,’ and has tried to find a normal explanation of the 
mysterious noises which originate in one particular room, the 


one in which he sleeps. His experiences are thus narrated :— 
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and said that he had seen someone in the room during the 
night, There is a dog in the house, but it absolutely refuses 
to stay in that particular room. 

The correspondent who reports these circumstances solicits 
the aid of clairvoyants, or rather sensitives, in investigating 
the matter, and if this is obtained further details may be 


given in due course. 


A BOOK ABOUT THE MESSIAH. 


The author of ‘God the Beautiful, an Artist’s Creed,’ a 
book which has been translated into Japanese, Italian and 
German, has this year brought out another book entitled 
‘Our Lord’s Preparation for the Messiahship.’ It is a reverent 
and thoughtful work ; and the author tells us in his preface 
that his aim has been to follow the growth of the beautiful 
character of Jesus by considering the training of the years 
preceding his ministry. With this object he sets before his 
readers outlines of the teaching of the Essenes, of Philo, of 
Buddha, and those contained in the literature of the Jews and 
of the Greeks. 

The volume contains much interesting information con- 
cerning the traditions of the various religions : the religion of 
Egypt with its cult of Osiris, ‘the resurrected one’ ; of Persia, 
with its saviour Mithras, ‘the first-begotten son,’ who was 
‘put to death as a sacrifice and rose from the dead on the 25th 
of March.’ The author has evidently studied these traditions 
very carefully, and one wishes that he had more frequently 
named the authorities on which his statements are based and 
the dates at which certain legends similar to the Christian 
beliefs are known to have been in writing. It would be par- 
ticularly interesting to have further details about the cult of 
Adonai, or Adonis, which he says extended all over Greece 
and Syria and even into Jerusalem. He tells us that in 
Alexandria at the time of Christ, at the ceremony in honour 
of Adonai (March 25th), ‘the joyful shout was raised by the 
officiating priest : “ Adonai lives and is risen again.” ’ 

This, and more besides, is of considerable interest, and the 
reader would like to have plentiful footnotes directing him to 
the sources where he might study these correspondences for 
himself. : 

This book is serviceable in showing that the New Testa- 
ment cannot be rightly estimated unless it is studied in con- 
nection with the legends and literature current in the Roman 
Empire at the time it was written. The author cites the rock 
inscriptions engraved by order of the Indian Emperor, Asoka, 
who died 298 B.C., to show how widespread were Buddhist 
missions. This Emperor sent preachers of the Buddhist faith 
to the kings of Antioch, Epirus, Macedonia, Cyrene, and to 
the founder of the Alexandrian Library, Ptolemy Philadelphus, 
so that it is easy to understand that Buddhist precepts might 
have been well known to Jesus, and that he might have incor- 
porated them into his discourses. 

With regard to the Essenes, the author shows that there 
exist points of contact between their teachings and customs 
and those of the Christ, although, perhaps, these are hardly 
more than would be likely to occur between any Prophet of 
the Kingdom of the Spirit and a religious community based 
on such spiritual principles as those professed by this sect. 
There is no evidence sufficient to authorise the assumption 
that Jesus was a member of an Essene community established 
near the Dead Sea. That is a point which can neither be 

proved nor disproved ; this is the weak side of the book. It 
is fanciful : ‘much of it can only be problematical,’ says the 
author ; this states the case mildly. One might more correctly 
say that, in relation to the history of Jesus, the only fact 
stated which is not problematical is, that the ideas and influ- 
ences dealt with in this book were current in Judwa in the 
first century of our era, and that it is therefore probable 
that they formed part of the mental environment in which 
Jesus of Nazareth grew to manhood, and influenced the form 


of his teaching. = z 
) this point of view the work contains much interest- 
hough the book would have been more 
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impressive if it had not been thrown into the form of a 
narrative of the early life of the Messiah, with purely imag- 
inary incidents, lengthy dialogues and discourses, some of 
which are put into the mouth of Jesus, others are supposed 
to have been made by the Superior of the Essene Brother- 
hood, another by a Buddhist, &c. The narrative is not sufi- 
ciently dramatic to justify its fictitious character ; in places, 
in spite of the reverent intention of the writer, it becomes 
commonplace, owing to the attempt to enter too closely into 
uncertain details, 

Even though the author recognises the greatness of the 
personality as a factor in the result, one yet feels that his de- 
sire to account as far as possible for the fact of Jesus and his 
teaching dominates the whole work. He does not seem to 
realise, orat least he does not sufficiently emphasise, the truth 
that nothing that is sublime can be really accounted for by 
analysing the circumstances which led up to it, or even the 
elements of which it is composed. The scientific tendencies 
of modern thought impel men to make these analyses, and at 
the same time tempt them to forget the fact we have just 
stated. Carlyle refers to this when he says :— 

Show our critics a great man, they begin to what they call 
‘account’ for him; not to worship him, but take the dimen- 
sions of him. He was the ‘creature of the time,’ they say; 
‘the Time called him forth.’ . . The Time called him forth} 
Alas ! we have known Times cal? loudly enough for their great 
man ; but not find him when they called ! He was not there; 
Providence had not sent him ; the Time, ca//ing its loudest, 
had to go down to confusion and wreck because he would not 
come when called. (‘ Heroes and Hero-Worship,’ Lecture I.) 


Consistently with this tendency we find that the writer 
desires ‘a revised Canon of the New Testament, where all the 
allegorical and miraculous elements would be relegated to 
the domain of poetry and romance, and would be interpreted 
only from this true point of view. There should also be 
excluded or rectified any recorded incident which is incon- 
sistent with the divine ideal which he [Jesus] repre- 
sents’ (p. 327). In short, we see that he wants to rule out 
everything that cannot be readily accounted for, everything 
that does not fit into his idea of what should be. : 

A study like this helps us to understand, by force of con- 
trast, why, perhaps, Peter and John, and those who were in 
imniediate contact with Jesus Christ, pass over in silence the 
years of preparation for the ministry. They were not anxious 
to disprove or to prove that he had said things that others had 
or had not already said. The originality of their Master did not 
consist, for them, in saying or doing new things, it consisted 
in the personality of him who thus spake and acted:a 
personality whose influence inspired them with new life and 
has mightily attracted and uplifted mankind for well-nigh — 


two thousand years. 
H. A. DALLAS, | 


j 
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Founp oF BENEVOLENCE.—The Secretary to the National 
Fund of Benevolence informs us that he has issued a circular 
urging that a united effort should be made to raise a sufli- 
cient provision for the work of this fund by collections at the 
services’ held on Sunday next, the 17th. The a is 
addressed to all societies, whether connected with th 
National Union or not, and the claims of aged and ne 


Spiritualists for succour, even if they do not belong to. 


societies, are strongly urged. We hope that fe 


Sunday will be duly borne in mind, and that a 

response will be made to the appeal. i 
TALES FROM SPRERES.—Two books recen 

lished contain narratives of events purporting to take 

in other spheres of existence, ‘A King ol Mi ; 

Hekking (John Long) was written through ‘ Plancheti 

lady living near Paris, who has been a medium f 

hood. It is a thrilling tale of adventure, and 

scribe ‘the last rebellion in M rs? de 

‘ Beatrice the Sixteenth,’ by Irene Cl (Geor 

Sons), the narrator is plunged sudde 

ciated. ‘The eonditions, th 

stated, The conditions 

easily comprehensible, cor 

see what 1 

then 
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THE HEREAFTER. 


ABSTRACT OF A SERMON BY THE Rev. Hener NEWTON. 


(Continued from page 489.) 


A man’s moral qualities are unaffected by the process of 
passage from one stage of existence to another. The man that 
is tender and affectionate here will be loving there. The 
selfish man before death will continue to be a selfish man 
after death : the materially-minded on earth will remain the 
materially-minded on emerging from earth upon some other 
sphere, until the discipline of experience shall awaken in the 
true self the desire for better things. 

You will start in the other life just as you have made 
yourself in this life. You carry over with you, into your life 
beyond, the capital that you have accumulated in your soul 
here. To ‘lay up treasure in heaven’ you must lay up 
treasures in the heaven within you. Only thus can you take 
a letter of credit to the celestial city. There must be rewards 
and punishments in the life beyond if it is a real life. There 
are rewards and punishments here, because this is a real life. 
Generally speaking, virtue brings on earth its own reward, and 
vice insures here its own punishment. In the long run the 
good man succeeds and the bad man fails. Even where this 
law does not seem to hold, it does, none the less, hold 
unescapably. When the good man fails, he succeeds. He 

succeeds in the true and only success of life—the main- 
tenance of his integrity, the preservation of his character, he 
keeps his soul alive. He preserves the image of God within 
him. Even when the bad man succeeds, he fails. His is the 
true and only failure of earth—the collapse of character ; the 
bankruptcy of spirit, the loss of life, which is but another 
name for soul. God needs no vindication of his government, 
even on earth. ‘Verily, I say unto you, they have their 
reward.’ They have what they go after—these smug, sleek, 
successful hypocrites ; ‘and verily I say unto you,’ thus the 
Master might have added, ‘ they have their own punishment.’ 
As it is here on earth so will it be in the life beyond ; but the 
rewards and punishments are not artificially disposed or 
imposed, not arbitrarily given or inflicted—they are natural 
issues of character, man is his own destiny: he crowns 
himself among the blessed or damns himself among the 
cursed ; he carries his heaven with him through death into 
the hereafter. He lays its foundation here and rears its 
superstructure there. A man carries his own hell with hin— 
through death, into the hereafter. He imprisons himself 
within his sins here, and those prison walls grow round him, 
seen, perhaps, and realised for the first time in the hereafter, 
God does not reward man nor punish him, man rewards and 
punishes himself. He cannot miss his heaven if he has been 
heavenly-minded on earth ; he cannot skip his hell if he has 
been hellish in spirit in this world, ‘Whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap.’ 
There is no such thing as living in soul sin up to the day 
of death—wallowing in wantonness, stifling the spirit in 
sensuality, anne at fat and murdering the bodies and 
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shall I fly ? myself am hell? An angel sings: ‘ Me blessed, 
which way shall I fly ? myself am heaven.’ 

Heaven and hell are not shut off from each other as we 

traditionally conceive of them. Heaven and hell commingle 
upon earth. You leave heaven behind you in one home, whose 
door closes upon you, and you find hell back of the next door 
through which you enter. Heaven is upon your right hand 
and hell is upon your left hand, as between two friends you 
take your afternoon walk. There are, indeed, spiritual 
classifications on earth. How should there not be? Men 
group themselves here according to their moral affiliations. 
The good seek the society of the good, and the evil seek the 
company of the evil. You know in what part of the city to 
go if you desire the company of intelligence and culture and 
character. You need not ask the policeman where to go if 
you want to find the gambling hell and the bagnio. 

Judas * went into his own place’—that was his doom, he 
could go nowhere else. By every law of natural affiliation he 
must seek out his own. By every law of natural gravitation 
he must descend to his own level. But Jesus also went to 
his own place, beautiful and blessed. Every man tends to find 
his own place on earth, and he will go to his own place when 
he leaves earth with swifter, surer steps. On earth these 
spiritual groupings are fluent: the classes are not castes, 
Goodness trips and falls, and then drops out of its own true 
place for a time and tumbles into a temporary place, out of 
which it must rise again. The jail-bird reforms and his old 
surroundings become abhorrent to him. He is no longer 
found in the group in the groggery, among the wild-eyed 
watchers over the gambling table. His ‘ pals’ miss him in 
his wonted resorts. They can find him, if they know how ; 
but it will be in places of another sort. Thus the soul, in its 
stages of progress, readjusts its environment to its own con- 
dition, and changes its states. 

All this strange sorting of souls, this strange placing of 
spirits, goes on in one superiicially indistinguishable mass of 
human life: the good and the evil jostling against each other ; 
the spheres of heaven and hell impinging on each other, 
sliding forever into each other. Why, then, should we 
wonder that it should be so hereafter? How could there be 
any helpfulness for those whom we term ‘the lost’—how 
could the good reach out their hands to succour their brothers, 
who have not won character—were it not for this continued 
contiguity of souls throughout the universe, whereby all sorts 
and conditions of spirits commingle freely ? 

Character itself—is it ever fixed and final on earth? Up 
to the last hour of life the good man may trip and fall. 
‘Come quickly, O death,’ sighed the great Marcus, on his 

imperial throne, ‘lest I forget myself!’ Even up to the last 
hour of life the bad man may reform. Saint and sinner may 
change places even in the shadow of death. 

Why, then, may it not be so hereafter? Certainly death 
itself, the mere physical process, cannot fix character. There 
is no such spiritual fixative in a physical process. If Lucifer 
and his fellow-angels fell from heaven, other Lucifers may fall 

again. Sweet-souled Robbie Burns had the prophetic gift 
when he thought that ‘auld Nickie Ben’ ‘might tak’ a 
thocht and mend.’ This is the infinite possibility which life 
holds within itself forever and forever. The sinners in the 
deepest bowels of hell may wing their cries to God for the 
help that ‘bringeth salvation.’ It is the sheerest audacity of 
dogmatism that undertakes to deny the endless possibilities of 
change in character. 

That great prophetic vision of the early Christian ages is 
coming to be seen in its true light. We would not now care 
to erase from our creed the words ‘He descended into hell.’ 
Even in the most literal interpretation of them we can believe 
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are purifying—the sufferings of the hells in the beyond are 
remedial. The work of all true society, whether in the world 
seen or in the world unseen, is to carry on this redeeming, re- 
storing, renewing work of Godin man. For this end are all 
the institutions of social life both here and in the hereafter— 
there, however, mightily re-enforced by the developed powers, 
mental and moral, of good men. 

This thought may give us infinite comfort concerning 
those who so mightily need a change. Most men are badly 
handicapped in their conditions on earth. Between heredity 
and environment there is a poor chance for most of us, but 
what moral miracles changed conditions work upon weak and 
undeveloped characters! Nay, even those whom we call, dis- 
tinctively and essentially, the bad, change, under new con- 
ditions—under wiser and truer treatment. The kindergarten 
remakes the waif of the street. The reformatory makes 
over again the youthful criminal. Modern penology, the 
true science of punishment in our great nineteenth century 
prisons, is accomplishing the supreme moral miracle of life— 
turning sinners into saints, convicts into men of character. 

What, then, the miraculous effects of such a change of 
conditions as becomes possible in passing from earth into the 
life beyond! The material conditions, which now make so 
mightily for evil, fall away from the soul. The temptation 
that here thrusts itself upon one at every hand slips into the 
background. Increasing powers of helpfulness, in the in- 
creasing development of life among the good, make the 
reforms of earth seem child’s play in comparison with those 
miracles then to be accomplished. Wiser treatment from 
those who have grown luminous in the higher life will revolu- 
tionise man’s work for his fellows. 

Hell, then, is no finality in the worlds beyond our earthly 
hells, any more than in the world here and now. Character 
gathers impetus by movement, strength and solidity by 
action. There comes a day when, to all intents and pur- 


poses, it must be true that a man ‘cannot sin, because he is 
born of God.’ 


THE BAILEY SEANCES IN WELLINGTON. 


The New Zealand ‘Message of Life,’ for September, 
says :— 

The Bailey séances in Wellington, under the auspices of 
the Wellington Association and the conductorship of 
Mr. Wm. McLean, have created more comment than any- 
thing of the kind before, but the Philistines came upon the 
poor sensitive as they did upon Samsun ; they searched him, 
thumped him all over, opened his jaws and looked down his 
throat, jumped upon his coat and, in fact, subjected him to 
indignities of all kinds at every sitting. And then Bailey was 
helped into a sack with two arm holes, and again into a cage 
of mosquito netting, and the knowing ones were prepared to 
bet that no apport could appear. The Hindu controls asked 
that the light be lowered one minute. It was done, and the 
next moment a little bird was fluttering in Bailey’s hands. 
This was an astonishing feat, and those who were so wise in 
their own conceit were beaten. Did they acknowledge it? 
Oh, no. They cudgelled their brains for further precaution, 
made the medium strip, and every piece of the clothing he 
was allowed to wear was microscopically examined and 
pressed and thum and the unpretentious medium went 
into the sack and the cage as before, and now two birds were 
seen instead of one; and on another occasion three birds. 
Then again two birds arrived ; everyone saw them, and when 

the light was turned down again for a minute one bird 
- disappeared. How the Hindu controls must have laughed at 
the discomfiture of the wise men (?) who rubbed their eyes to 
make sure they were not cL trai The Wellington Press, 
unable to prove fraud, subjected Mr. Bailey to a ay 
rocess of * bull-baiting? and opened their columns to all 
inds of stupid suggestions as to how the birds were 
smuggled in. Then the Press tried to score by telling the 
public how the controls used bad grammar, told nothing new, 
and soon. Believing that a wire cage would stop manifesta- 
tions one was secured, but it did not avail. And after all the 
scepticism and abuse the medium stands before the public as 
poan and those who sought his downfall are confounded. 
hey refuse to acknowledge spiritual forces, and wallow in the 
mire of ignorance. How success was attained at all in the 
midst of the most inharmonious of conditions is surprising. 
pees of the Nazarene that be boliet? which 
m works’ in one place un whi 
shows how conditions affected him. ; 
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JOTTINGS. 


It is generally understood that Theosophists do not believe 
in spirit return, but Mrs. Besant certainly does. The follow- 
ing, written by her when in New York last August, and printed 
in ‘ The Theosophist’ for October, is scarcely to be distin- 
guished from a typical Spiritualist experience : *We walked 
along Madison-avenue to look at the old home of the Section. 
As we came near I thought to myself, “ How fond Judge was 
of New York.” “And am still,” said a quiet voice, and 
there he was, walking beside me, as he and I had so often 
walked in the nineties. He will help me much in the work 
of this tour, for he loves the American people and is ever 
eager to labour for their benefit.’ 


A correspondent suggests that if two persons will patiently 
try to set up rhythmic vibrations by humming a tune over and 
over, and, at the same time, concentrating their thoughts with 
all their hearts, they may succeed in obtaining good results in 
thought-transference. One person should be the operator and 
the other the receiver, and ‘ having acquired this power they 
can call on one another for help, and gain it: infinitely 
greater help than they could ordinarily give each other, for it 
is the subconscious mind of the person called upon which 
responds.’ 


The ‘law of rhythmic vibration,’ according to our corre- 
spondent, accounts for the success of ‘ missions’ and ‘ revivals, 
in which a few hymns are sung repeatedly, and, too, for the 
overthrow of the walls of Jericho, ‘the trumpets sounding con- 
tinually the same tune to which the army marched—then came 
the “shout,” which broke the rhythm and brought down the 
walls! It is this law which forces a crowd along as one man, 
an irresistible force to make men of one mind.’ 


‘The Occult Review’ for October contains an interesting 

account of John Dee, the sixteenth century philosopher, 
whose connection with other celebrated thinkers of the age 
is critically considered, and some ‘inventions and legends’ | 
relative to his connection with Rosicrucianism are refuted. 
Dee is represented as having been somewhat unfortunate in 
his association with Kelley, who is described as receiving 
‘exceedingly composite, not to say mendacious, messages’ 
from the spirit world. The writer, Mr. A. E. Waite, 
Dee as ‘one of the sufferers for occult science ; his own records 
carry a strong conviction of his sincere and blameless inten- 
tion. He was evidently an ardent seeker after knowledge, 
by whatever means it could be obtained, and apart from his 
dabbling in magic of various degrees, he was a pioneer m 
mathematical science and a friend of the chief learned men 
of his time. 


In a letter which we have just received, Mr. Jas, Coates 
states that so far as they have gone the results of the photo- 
graphic sittings with Mr. Edward Wyllie have been favour- 
able, and there have been a few identifiable portraits. He 
says : ‘ All the plates used here have been bought by myself 
from reputable makers, through their local agents ; all expo- — 
sures and the number of plates used are checked by me—not 
because of any lack of faith in Mr. Wyllie, but simply 
because I am acting for re ada persons. I have seen 
the plates developed, and knowing what is on them before 
they leave my dark-room, I know that nothing has appeare 
on the prints which has not been on the original negative 
As Mr. Wyllie never takes more than one negative at e: 
sitting, and as each sitting and sitter are duly recorded, not 
a single plate has been e which is not accoun 0 
In many cases I have not been present when the sitter w 
actually taken (nor was that necessary), but the results were 
checked all the same. He operated where I wished, in o 
room or another, with my back screen or his own, I 
marked the plates before they have been put in the slide, 
I have seen him put in most of them. Let it be no 
carrier holds but one plate at a time, and whether un 
condition or the other the “ psychic extras” have been 
obtainable.’ As regards Mr, Wyllie’s future m y 
nothing definite can be said beyond the fact that 
move will be to Glasgow. A circular letter will sho 
sent to secretaries of societies, a >» i 


‘Open confession is good for the soul’ 
opinion of Ji Rentoul, who, at a 
Bartho lomew Club, recited fourteen 
said that he had committed every one oi 
They pan ee 
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opinion in this world ; to look for mature ju ent and ex- 

perience in youth ; to endeavour to mould all dispositions 
alike ; not to yield in unimportant trifles ; to look for perfecton 

in our own actions ; to worry ourselves and others about what 
cannot be remedied ; not to alleviate all that needs alleviation 
if we can; not to make allowances for the weaknesses of 
others ; to consider anything impossible because we can’t our- 
selves perform it ; to believe only what our finite minds can 
grasp; to live as if the moment were so important that it 
would last for ever; to estimate people by some outside 
quality instead of recognising that it is that which is within 
that makes a man.’ 


There is much sound common-sense embodied in the fore- 
going list of the mistakes which we are all apt to make, and 
the following caustic aphorism by the Judge shows that he is 
a shrewd observer. He said : ‘Stubbornness over little trifles 
blocks the business of life, though it does more for the lawyer 
than all the other phases of human life.’ 

An important judgment has been given at Auckland, 
New Zealand, which suggests a line of defence which would 
no doubt be valid elsewhere in the case of police prosecu- 
tions of mediums. It was stated that two constables had 
visited the defendant and paid him three shillings each, in 
return for which he told them the story of their lives. 
Counsel for the defence raised the point that, according to 
the allegation, the constables had procured the commission 
of an offence, and, therefore, under the statute, were equally 
guilty with the persons charged, and being accomplices no 
conviction could be obtained on their uncorroborated testi- 
mony. The magistrate accepted this view, and held that the 
constables went together to get the defendant to commit a 
breach of the Act. That made them both accomplices to 
each of the offences, and he dismissed the information. Four 
other similar cases were then withdrawn. 


We are informed by a valued correspondent that in answer 
to an inquiry in the ‘Exchange and Mart’ for books on 
Spiritualism and Occult Science generally, he received, 
among others, the following unique reply :—‘ Dear Sir,—/e 
your advertisement in “ Exchange and Mart,” I have no books 
on Theosophy, Spiritualism, but for £5 I will write you an 
essay explaining these things.—Yours, &., J. H. P.S.— 
Fully up to date, and fit for men of the world. (Cash in 

f advance)? We give this precious epistle as written. As 
usual, the point is in the ‘P.S.,’ especially the last three 
words. Further comment is unnecessary. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 

The Editor is not responsible for the opinions expressed by 
correspondents, and sometimes publishes what he does not 
agree with for the purpose of presenting views which may 
elicit discussion. 


Spiritualism and Theosophy. 


out to you the hand of friendship on behalf of Theosophists 


refer 
ask others to accept our beliefs. 
to uplift and benefit 
the object of the 
] piri e first step in this direction 
is to prove life after death, so that man may seek to prepare 
himself for his future state, which he will the more easily be 
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concerned with this life, and, strictly speaking, it should not 
make the slightest diference to a man’s moral code whether 
reincarnation be a factor not. Let those believe who will, 
and remember that there comes a time, at least once, in the 
life of every man when proof may be had if desired. 

often use Spiritualistic methods for converting 
materialists, and these methods certainly succeed where 
argument and reasoning fail, therefore I, for one, shall 
certainly never turn my back upon Spiritualism. 

The only difference that I see between Spiritualism and 
Theosophy is that the former has many varied beliefs and no 
definite philosophy, whilst the latter has a thoroughly 
comprehensive and reasonable philosophy of life, if only it be 
properly studied and understood.— Yours, &c., 


L. A. BOSMAN. 


Spirits or ‘Astral Shells’: Which? 

Sır, —Being much interested in Spiritualism and kindred 
subjects, and a mere novice, I am anxious to obtain some 
information about séances. I have been reading a Theo- 
sophical book called ‘Transactions of the T. S? by Mr. 
Leadbeater. I got it at the London Spiritualist Alliance 
Library, which I have just joined. It is too deep for me, 
but the author writes so much on the apparent futility of the 
living attempting to communicate with relations and friends 
who have passed over that I feel puzzled. He says that the 
communicators and materialisations are not the people them- 
selves but either their astral shades, or astral shells, which 
retain for a time the peculiarities possessed by the actual 
owner. Is this so or not? because if it is harmful, not only 
to those on earth who are deceived, but also to the people 
whose astral shells appear, as alleged by Mr. Leadbeater, then 
the question arises whether we are justified in seeking to 
hold intercourse with our departed friends. Mr. Leadbeater 
is too well-known a writer for his opinions not to be of value, 
I imagine, especially as his information (which is amazing all 
through the book) would appear to have been derived from 
clairvoyance, as most of the Theosophical writings seem to be. 


I am very anxious to know how best to advise a friend, who 
was just going to be married this summer, when the man died 
after a painful illness. The lady in question quite believes in 
Spiritualism butis half afraid to try Julia’s Bureau, both from 
fear of fraud and from fear of getting unnerved, as I believe 
some people have been made ill through such things. I did 
tell her that I thought Julia’s Bureau was perfectly straight- 
forward, and she is quite prepared for disappointment. Ina 
case like this it seems a pity not to try, as the whole affair was 
so sad (he was the first man she had loved, and she is about 
middle-age—too late now, I imagine, for her to really get over 
her loss as a young girl might have done), but I am afraid 
lest I have done wrong in advising her to try to obtain 
communications. Even if she does get what seem like 
conclusive proofs is it certain that the real person com- 
municates and not his astral counterpart ? 

The descriptions given in some of these occult books of 
‘ nature-spirits,’ ‘ vampires,’ and scores of horrid things rather 
make one shudder, and as the lady, from what little I have 
seen of her, is easily influenced by surroundings and by the 

le with whom she comes in contact, would it not be 

Fike y to be rather dangerous for her ? 
Might not these spirit photographs also be just ‘astral 
shells’ ?—Yours, &c., D. W. 
P.S.—Do you know of any spiritual healer who gives 
absent treatment? All those in ‘Licur’ need the patient 
with them. 


[As the above letter deals with an important subject which 
fequires careful and thorough ventilation, we invite 
contributions from readers who feel that they can assist 
our inquiring poereapondent, but ask that all replies shall 
be as brief as possible—Ep, ‘ Liaut.’] 


More Aspersions on D. D. Home. 
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Communicating with the Departed? 


Srr,—In the first number of the ‘Journal of the American 
Society for Psychical Research’ there appeared the following 
extract from a letter by the late Dr. Richard Hodgson in 1890, 
referring to the possibility of communicating with the 
departed : ‘It is my own conviction that such communication 
is possible, though I hold it is not nearly so frequent as most 
Spiritualists commonly suppose.’ The latter portion of this 
sentence should be carefully considered by Spiritualists if 
they would avoid the ridicule thrown at them for accepting 
a the messages coming through mediums as from discarnate 

O1n gs, 

At a circle I attended for two winters several ‘ controls’ 
regularly came and conversed as fluently as any incarnate 
beings, and especially a jovial, chatty fellow who was considered 
the medium’s guide for giving advice, on all matters, to the 
aun which sometimes proved good and correct, Now, this 
control has been frequently coming through this medium for 
many years, and on my remarking to him about this he said 
that he would ‘not continue to come after his medium had 
passed over to spirit life? This is true enough, as in all 
probability he and all he says are unconsciously the pro- 
duction of the medium’s mind in the trance condition, and 
sho is unconsciously deceiving herself in thinking it * spirit 
control.’ As evidence of this being so I may mention that at a 
circle in a friend’s house this medium, while under control, 
remarked ; ‘Oh, is that the way you fasten back your 
curtains?’ Does not such a remark as this show that it came 
from the mind of a woman (the medium) ? It is hardly prob- 
able that a man would have noticed such a detail. I read 
recently of an old medium who had done many years of work 
in the cause, who discontinued it because of the difficulty she 
experienced in distinguishing what came from her own mind 
and what from the spirit world. Surely such facts should 
induce Spiritualists to study and investigate this subject more 
rationally than many of them do at present —Yours, &c., 


SUBLIMINAL. 


Dream Knowledge. 


Srr,—I do not know if the following experiences will be 
of any interest ; in regard to the last-mentioned, I shall be 
grateful for any light which can be thrown on it. In 1908 a 
relation abroad died suddenly, was found dead on a lower 
balcony of a hotel, having, it was surmised, gone suddenly 
mad and thrown himself from an upper window. After we 
knew of the death, but before any details had reached us, his 
mother twice dreamt of a large room with two doors, one 
leading into a long pasage, of a struggle with a key in a door, 
an endeavour to escape, and being pushed downwards by two 
large hands on shoulders. A year later I consulted a well- 
known medium, through ‘ Julia’s Bureau,’ and received the 
following: ‘I seem to see a series of rooms and a fairly long 

but the room I am in seems to open into another ; it 

is a suite of two rooms’; and, again, ‘There was a little 
struggle, but not much ; the man was thrown down, thrown 
somewhere, for I get a feeling of falling.’ I was one hundred 
and fifty miles away from the medium when this was obtained. 
The other ience was of having the initial of the 
Christian name of this relation ee ad o paie most 
nearly expresses it) on my uring the night, so 
that Xe could be read in a mirror. The first skin was 
divided ; there was surrounding inflammation and intense 
smarting which lasted over twelve hours. I shall be pleased to 
ive names and fuller particulars, but kindly allow me, for 

e moment, to remain—Yours, &c., = 


Books for South Africa. 


Srn,—I wrote some time ago to Mrs. S. Fairclough Smith 
asking her assistance towards getting me some Spiritualistic 
books, but she replies that unfortunately her friends have 
à their books away, and suggests that I should appeal 
you to the readers of * Licut.’ I was fortunate to get 
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SOCIETY WORK. 


Notices of future events which do not exceed twenty-five words 
may be added to reports if accompanied by six penn 
stamps, but all such notices which exceed twenty-five 
words must be inserted in our advertising columns. 


Cavenpisn Rooms.—On Sunday last Mr. A. V. Peters gaye 
remarkably successful clairvoyant descriptions and spirit 
messages to a crowded and deeply-interested audience 
Mr. George Spriggs presided. On Monday last, at Perey Hall, 
Mr. Leigh Hunt gave successful clairvoyant descriptions 
Sunday next, see advt.—D.N. 

Sprrrpuan Mission : 22, Prince’s-street, Oxford-strect, W. 
—On Sunday evening last Mrs. Effie Bathe delivered a 
interesting address on ‘How Clairvoyants See Spinu 
illustrated by original drawings.—67, George-street, Baker. 
street, W.—On Sunday morning last Mrs. Fairclough Smith 
gave a beautiful and illuminating discourse on ‘The 
Blessings of Mediumship. Sunday next, at both halk 
Mr. J. J. Morse (see advt.).—A. H. S. 

CLAPHAM.—RICHMOND-PLACE, NEW-ROAD, WANDSWORTH: 
ROAD, S.W.—On Sunday last Mrs. Jamrach gave an address 
on ‘Evidence of God’s Immanence’ and clairvoyant descrip- 
tions. Sunday, October 17th, Mr. and Mrs. Smith, address 

KINGSTON-ON-THAMES.—24, Marker Prace.—On Sunday 
last Mr. Percy Beard spoke on ‘Mediumship and its 
Usefulness, and his clairvoyant descriptions, mostly recog- 
nised, interested a crowded audience. Sunday next, Mr, 
John Adams, address and replies to questions.—T. B. 

SrratrorD.—WorkMen’s Hatt, Romrorp-RoaD, E— 
On Sunday last Mr. A. C. Baxter gave an interesting address 
on ‘Death and After? Sunday next, address by Mr. G. 
Tayler Gwinn. Collection devoted to the National Fund of 
Benevolence.—W. H. S. ‘ 

BrixTon.—8, MAYALL-RoaD.—On Sunday last Miss Vio- 
let Burton spoke on ‘The Kingdom of God Within You! 
Sunday next, at 7 p.m, Mr. J. Kelland, address, and 
Madame French, clairvoyante. Monday, 7 p.m., ladies 
circle. Thursday, 8.15, public circle. —W. N. 

CAMBERWELL New-roap.—Surrey Masonre Hant.—On 
Sunday morning last Mr. W. E. Long conducted a circle, and 
in the evening gave an instructive address on ‘ Personal Com- 
munion. Sunday next, at 11 a.m., instruction in mediumship ; 
questions invited. At 6.30 p.m., Mr. W. E. Long, addresson 
‘Personal Communion.’ Tn 

BATTERSEA PARK-ROAD.—HENLEY-STREET.—On Sunday 
last Mr. Tilby spoke encouragingly on ‘ Spiritualism the Com- 
forter, and Mrs. Annie Boddington gave successful clairvoyant 
descriptions. Sunday next, at 7 p.m., Mrs. A. Boddington, 
address and clairvoyant descriptions. Monday and Thursday, 
at 8.15, public circle.—H. B. $ 

HACKNEY.—240A, Amnurst-roap, N.—On Sunday la 
Mr. W. F. Smith gave an address on ‘Spiritualism and it 
Powers,’ and Mrs. Smith excellent clairvoyant descriptions 
Sunday next, Mr. Robert King, ‘The Occult Significance of 
Numbers. Silver collection for National Benevolent Fun 
Saturday, November 6th, social evening.—N. R. r 

SHEPHERD’S Busn.—73, BECKLOW-ROAD, ASKEW-ROAD, W. 
—On Sunday afternoon last Mr. T. Brooks gave an addres 
on ‘ Healing.’ In the evening Messrs. Tayler Gwinn, T. Brooks, 
Clegg, and Osborne spoke. Sunday next, at 10.45 a.m., p 
circle; at 6.45 ip.m., Mrs. Neville. Thursday, at 7.45, Mi 
Podmore. Wednesdays and Fridays, at 8, members’ circle. 

BriGHTON.—MANCHESTER-STREET (OPPOSITE AQUARIUM) — 
On Sunday morning last Mrs. M. H. Wallis, under contri 
related interesting spirit experiences, and in the evening 
delivered an excellent address. Sunday next, at 11.15a 
and 7 p.m., Mr. Dudley Wright. Mondays, 8 p.m., and | 
— a _— descriptions. Thursdays, 8.15, pa 
circle.— 


roaps, E.—On Sunday morning last Mr. C. W. 
the evening Mr. A. H. Sarfas = 


